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COVID Outcomes in D.C. Nursing Homes Better than National Average 

Resident and staff case and death rates were lower in initial waves of the virus 
  

June 26, 2023 (WASHINGTON) When comparing the District’s COVID-19 case, death, and vaccination rates 
among nursing home residents and staff to those of select surrounding jurisdictions and national rates, D.C. 
nursing homes saw better outcomes in the early COVID waves, according to a new report by the Office of 
the of D.C. Auditor (ODCA).  
 
The review of D.C. nursing home outcomes revealed that resident case and death rates decreased in D.C. 
nursing homes from the initial wave to the Delta wave and all nursing home staff deaths reported to DC 
Health were during the first wave, numbers attributable to nursing homes policies instituted in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and frequently revised by DC Health to address changing needs. 
 
“The efforts of DC Health and the nursing home 
community during the pandemic were essential 
to mitigating the impact of COVID-19 in D.C. 
nursing homes,” said D.C. Auditor Kathy 
Patterson. “And D.C. staff and residents of 
nursing homes had fewer cases and deaths than 
the U.S. average to show for it.” 
 
The nursing home population was particularly 
vulnerable to COVID-19 as they made up one-
third of all U.S. deaths as of June 2021. ODCA did 
the audit to compare D.C. nursing homes to 
surrounding jurisdictions and national rates to summarize how D.C. nursing homes responded to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
The CDC’s National Healthcare Safety Network did not begin collecting data until near the end of May 2020. 
DC Health began collection efforts in March 2020, but D.C. nursing homes began reporting to DC Health at 
different times when they had at least one case or death rather than to report all data, including zeroes and 
for every time period. Without requiring zeroes to be reported it was impossible to accurately discern the 
difference between missing cases and zero cases. The report’s only recommendation was that DC Health 
should update its data collection guidance to require that all data, including zeros, are collected to ensure 
meaningful analysis is possible. This report follows ODCA’s 2019 audit of nursing home regulation which 
found DC Health’s oversight was effective overall but some improvements could be made to further protect 
D.C. nursing home residents.  
 
In terms of vaccination, 84% of nursing homes residents and 91% of staff were fully vaccinated, on average, 
across D.C. at the beginning of November 2021. 
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The mission of the Office of the District of Columbia Auditor (ODCA) is to support the Council of the District of Columbia by 
making sound recommendations that improve the effectiveness, efficiency, and accountability of the District government. Learn 
more at www.dcauditor.org.   
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