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D.C.’s Failure to Establish Longitudinal Data System Imperils

School Effectiveness, Student Progress, Learning Loss Recovery
Despite 535 million in federal and local funding, the District is behind other states in collecting
and using the array of information needed to ensure equity and student achievement

WASHINGTON—March 10, 2021—While the D.C. Public School system has enjoyed a reputation
as a rapidly improving urban district, a new report by the Office of the D.C. Auditor warns that
the District’s failure to build a state longitudinal data system limits its capacity to identify where
investment and intervention are most needed to support students and ensure educational
equity across the city.

At a time when the disruption of schools due to the pandemic has put even more children at
academic risk, the District does not have the information it needs to accurately assess where
children stand, how much learning has been lost, and what learners need to achieve their
fullest potential. The District’s lack of a robust data system puts the most vulnerable children at
even greater risk academically. At schools with the highest populations of underserved Black
students, those with disabilities, suffering homelessness or highly mobile, teachers simply do
not have the information they need to best serve students’ needs.

Measuring What Matters: More and Better Data Needed to Improve D.C. Public Schools,
concluded that the District lacks a comprehensive and vigorous approach to collecting, sharing
and analyzing data on a range of critical learning and growth indicators. The dearth of
consistent data on everything from student academic progress, behavior and pathways
throughout school years puts the school system behind that of other states. This despite a $35
million investment from federal and local sources and a commitment by three administrations.

The D.C. auditor’s two-year audit of public education data was recommended by the 2015
National Research Council report, An Evaluation of the Public Schools of the District of
Columbia, and mandated under the District of Columbia Education Research Practice
Partnership Establishment and Audit Act of 2018. The auditor’s office reviewed data practices
and datasets over six school years, from 2014 through 2019, to document what education data
are collected and how they are used.

“As we face the urgent crises of the past year related to COVID learning loss and the legacy of
racial injustice, the District does not have the capability to tap the power of a strong data
system to understand where students are academically, the gaps in their learning and how best
to intervene and get them on the path to success,” said D.C. Auditor Kathy Patterson. “It is
disheartening that, despite millions in federal and local dollars and a long-standing promise to
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