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D.C. Auditor Names New Law Enforcement Accountability Official 

Chris Magnus is former police chief, Department of Justice investigator 
  

 
May 30, 2023 (WASHINGTON)— Chris Magnus, who served as police chief in three U.S. communities and 
conducted use of force reviews for the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), including in Ferguson, Missouri, has 
been selected to serve as the District’s new Deputy Auditor for Public Safety.  
 
An expert in best policing practices, he has reviewed policies, use-of-force, supervision, and training for the 
DOJ in cities including Baltimore, Chicago, Seattle, and Philadelphia. 
 
D.C. Auditor Kathy Patterson announced the appointment to the new position, a role that was 
recommended by the District’s Police Reform Commission and included in the D.C. Council’s comprehensive 
police reform legislation.  
 
“I am delighted that Chris agreed to join our team and know he will bring welcome professionalism and a 
reform orientation to the work of overseeing law enforcement, including the Metropolitan Police 
Department, Housing Authority police and other public agencies,” Patterson said.  
 
During a 43-year career in law enforcement that started in Lansing, Michigan, Magnus served as police chief 
in Fargo, North Dakota; Richmond, California; and Tucson, Arizona. He served most recently as senior 
advisor to the Policing Project at New York University School of Law, and as the Senate-confirmed 
Commissioner of Customs and Border Protection in the Biden Administration.  
 
“The deputy auditor closes a gap. The District today lacks a single agency with the required legal authority 
that is dedicated to auditing MPD policing practice and procedures with the goal of enhancing the 
legitimacy of its policies, practices and procedures,” said Robert Bobb, former D.C. city administrator and 
co-chair of the Police Reform Commission. “Ultimately, this will help build public trust in MPD.”  
 
As a police chief, Magnus implemented a new model for evaluating and learning from critical incidents—a 
sentinel event review—and involved community members in reviewing officers’ use of force. In Tucson, he 
set up a professional crime analysis section recognized for its influence in guiding effective violence-
reduction efforts.  
 
“The D.C. Auditor’s office plays a vital role in ensuring our public safety agencies are operating effectively 
and justly and are accountable to DC residents,” said Councilmember Brooke Pinto, chair of the D.C. Council 
Committee on the Judiciary and Public Safety. “I am glad to see this important position focused on public 
safety being filled and am looking forward to working closely with Chris Magnus.” 
 
Magnus has been active in national police organizations, including as a board member of the Police 
Executive Research Forum. He also served as board president for the Child Advocacy Centers of California.  
 

mailto:Diane.Shinn@dc.gov


2 
 

Magnus will lead a team of auditors, analysts, and investigators at the Office of the D.C. Auditor – new 
positions currently available on the ODCA website, www.dcauditor.org. The job notice states that the 
primary goals of the new unit are “increase public safety, build stronger police-community relations, and 
enhance the effectiveness of the agencies under its purview.” 
 

# # # 
 
The mission of the Office of the District of Columbia Auditor (ODCA) is to support the Council of the 
District of Columbia by making sound recommendations that improve the effectiveness, efficiency, and 
accountability of the District government. Learn more at www.dcauditor.org.   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcauditor.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C746d9390b9644e96f7c408db605f9b6b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638209735961490866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vxzfoRFr5HOABNH2qIbsRCtXaDqcpWB4ozfQAIDDpOc%3D&reserved=0
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