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DPR Lottery Brought More Children to Summer Camp
New study shows equity goal met; registration made easier

August 15, 2025—The Department of Parks and Recreation’s use of a lottery for summer camp
registration succeeded in bringing more children and more low-income families into the
summer program, according to a new report from the Office of the D.C. Auditor (ODCA).

DPR began the lottery in 2023 in response to community and legislator concerns that the first-
come, first-served registration was stressful and did not serve all residents. The agency initiated
the lottery “to create a more fair and equitable system to allocate the limited number of camp
slots.” By summer 2024 the audit found a 15% increase in children enrolled and a 4% increase in
slots from 2022, and a 15% increase in reduced-rate households participating from 2023.

“DPR clearly made progress in meeting its fairness goals, and by last summer also improved the
registration process itself,” said D.C. Auditor Kathy Patterson. She noted that the agency
concurred with most recommendations and had already implemented some changes identified
during the audit.

In comments included in the ODCA report, DPR Director Thennie Freeman wrote, “Each
summer, DPR serves almost 4,000 campers across almost 8,000 total camp slots. Of those
enrolled in 2024, approximately 60% were African American, 53% were male, 30% resided east
of the Anacostia River, and 20% qualified for reduced rate tuition.” She said the audit “served as
a valuable opportunity to assess the reach, effectiveness, and equity of our summer camp
programs.”

Issues ODCA identified and that DPR pledged to address:
e Instances of multiple lottery entries for the same child.
e DPR employees permitted to register for camp slots outside the lottery.
e Lack of consistent verification of residency as required.

HHH
The mission of the Office of the District of Columbia Auditor (ODCA) is to support the Council

of the District of Columbia by making sound recommendations that improve the effectiveness,
efficiency, and accountability of the District government. Learn more at www.dcauditor.org.
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